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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ortd Wev4  Sdtori  Service 

l  ]  p  p  [\  n  y 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Deparrmfnt  of  Agriculture 

APR  2  7  1961 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECOR 


Dear  Farm  Broadcasters : 


June  3,  I960 
Letter  No.  927 


Today's  announced  P.L.  kQO  agreement  with  Chile  to  sell  that  earthquake -torn 
nation  $3-1  million  worth  of  cotton  and  tobacco  (including  certain  ocean  tran- 
sportation costs)  actually  has  been  in  the  works  for  several  weeks.  Meanwhile, 
emergency  donations  continue  Also  announced  today,  $18.8  sales  of  cotton,  soy- 
beans, lemons  and  juice,  and  nonfat  dry  milk  (plus  certain  transportation  costs)  to 
Yugoslavia  for  local  currency. .. .Perhaps  you  saw  the  story  earlier  this  week  about 
the  completely  automatic  handing  of  feed  for  poultry  tried  and  proved  by  a  USDA 
engineer  with  help  of  the  Illinois  Ag.  Exp.  Sta  and  an  Illinois  poultry  farmer.... 
Nat'l  Com.  for  Boj^s  &  Girls  Club  Work  has  new  name:    Nat'l  k-E  Service  Committee . . 
Write  us  for  more  information  to  use  in  your  commentaries  on  the  Food  for  Peace 
program. 


PACA  REVISED 


Revised  regulations  under  the  Perishable  Agri.  Commodities  Act 
were  issued  on  Tuesday,  to  become  effective  August  1.    They  are  the 
outgrowth  of  joint  study  and  review  the  past  four  years  by  the  industry 
and  the  Dept.    Too  detailed  for  summary  here,  copies  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Div.,  Agri.  Mktg.  Serv.,  USDA,  Washington 
25,  D.  C.    Also,  they  were  published  in  the  Federal  Register  on  June  2. 
The  PACA  is  a  Federal  statute  which  establishes  a  code  of  fair  trading 
practices  for  the  marketing  of  fresh  and  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables. 


TOBACCO  AMD  HISTORY 

Most  people  remember  the  name  of  John  Rolfe  as  the  Jamestown  colony  resident 
who  married  the  Indian  princess,  Pocahontas,  after  she  prevailed  on  her  pappy, 
Powhatan,  not  to  do    away  with  Capt.  John  Smith,  or  so  the  school-books  tell  us. 
Mr.  Rolfe  had  other  things  to  do  with  U.S.  history,  too,  for  it  was  he  who,  on  a 
spring  day  in  1613,  shipped  a  few  barrels  of  his  carefully  grown  and  cured  tobacco 
back  to  England.    This  is  considered  to  be  the  beginning  of  American  export  trade 
in  farm  products.    Wayne  Rasmus sen,  ag.  historian  for  the  USDA,  wraps  the  story  of 
our  early  tobacco  exporting  history  up  very  interestingly  in  the  June  issue  of 
FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE,  just  published  by  our  For.  Agri.  Serv.     Cotton  overtook 

tobacco  as  our  leading  export  sometime  after  the  Revolutionary  War  Among  other 

recent  export  developments,  the  Dep't  announced  yesterday  that  wheat  and  wheat- 
flour  sales  registered  for  export  payment  by  the  export  trade  May  21-27,  19&0, 
included  nearly  h  and  a  third  million  bushels--since  last  July  1,  over  ^Gh  million 

under  the  payment-in-kind  program  and  Iceland  is  buying  $125,000  (about  375 

metric  tons)  of  our  raisins  this  year. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 


reoree  Loesing    rightly  called  a  "former  USDA  expert"  in  the  WLW,  Cincinnati, 
news  ttZlle^%u%^6  Boh  Miller  in  the  ^mdeP't  there    now  uses  he 
name  "George  Logan"  on  the  air.    This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time  an air  P 
ality  has  used  a  pseudonym  for  easier  pronunciation,  spelling  or  to  ao 
to  other,  more  established,  names  in  the  same  locale.    George  is  ^sax 
daiS  "Farm  Reporter"  news  show  at  6  a.m.  and  with  Jean  Conner  doe >  J»^*°f 
Farm"  daily  11:30  to  12  noon,  plus  Saturday's  "^f^^^o^^^" 

with  Jean  and  Jack  Conner.    The  Conners  operate  th%^-^e^ro^D^ginate  

near  Mason  Ohio,  15  miles  from  Cincinnati  where  most  of  ^e  Pro^c°^e  with 
Jim  Crabtree,  our  1959  summer  trainee  the  Univ    ^^■Jfl^S^j  the 

a  journalism  fellowship  there  next  year,  will  help  staff  his  home  to     p  p  ^ 

Altus  Times-Democrat,  this  summer  George  Biggar, WW,  WWb,  11^, 

many  awards,  may  be  proudest  of  being  honorary  FFA  member  in  three  near  y  » 

?!.C.  W.  Bradford  writes  from  WEEX,  Easton,  Pa.  that  he's  moving  to  WNOW,  York 
Pa.    and  the  plans  call  for  a  real  honest-to-goodness  ^  show     Good  l^k    Brad. . . 
John  Cherrington,  British  farmer  who  emcees  ("comperes      they  call  it;  ^mer 
discussions  on  BBC-TV's  farm  show,  is  winding  up  his  visit  V^8^.. 
some  exceptions  most  farm  broadcasters  here  "compromise  in^r\/^ 
by  giving  personal  endorsements  to  various  products  . . . . .  •  ^rs,  ne  i  ^ 
seem  to  have  little  contact  with  farmers,  however,  "in  view  of         hours  th ey^had 

To  work  it  is  not  surprising".    Can  this  be  *~Vi^^'e2^1uS 
the  BBC  could  copy  some  of  our  informality  without  loss  of  its  essential  purp 

PAINTS  SPREADING,  GREASE  SLIPPERY 

Even  though  production  of  paints,  varnishes  and  l^ers  ha s _ 
doubled  in  this  country  during  the  past  20  years,  +fre°t  ^  offats 
and  oils  per  gallon  has  declined.    This  reflects  the  replacement  of 
drying-oil  type  coatings  by  synthetic  resin-based  materials.  OutlooK 
is  for  rising  output  of  paints,  etc.,  but  fats  and  oils  used  in  their 
manufacture  may  not  share  proportionately  in  the  increase.    With  the 
use  of  fats  and  oil  in  soap  manufacture  in  the  U.S.  having  dropped 
over  50f,  since  19^0  (due  to  rise  of  synthetic  detergents)  the  need  to 
find  new  uses  and  new  foreign  markets  for  such  increases.     (We  ve  sold 
quite  a  bit  abroad).    Meanwhile  nonfood  uses  in  1959  moved  to  a  record 
level  (4.1  billion  pounds).    Use  in  soap  will  continue  to  |^]£0^r 
but  expansion  in  chemicals  and  animal  feeds  is  expected.    Breeding  leaner 
meat  animals  may  help  close  the  gap. 

RESEARCH  LIKE  THIS  HELPS  FARMER,  CONSUMERS 

Consumers  have  accepted  the  new  canned  grapefruit  Juice  from  red  grapefruit 
when  the  juice  is  fortified  with  pulp  from  the    fruit  ^^^-f/^^telp deduce 
AMS  tells  us  after  some  taste  tests  with  192  families.    Us e  ^ys^\"ri- 
waste  and  increase  viela  of  juice  by  as  much  as  7  percent ^ plus  adding ^ome  nutri 

tion  to  the  drink  revised  grade  standards  for  Canned  Fruits  for  Salad  go  into 

effect  Sunday,  June  5... Among  the  changes,  requirements  for  uniformity  of  size  and 
count  per  container,  to  meet  current  canning  practices.  nTir. 

Canned  fruits  for  salads  generally  consist  in  various  forms,  of  apricots, 
yellow  clin  peaches  or  pears,  pineapple,  cherries,  and  sometimes  grapes. 
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BIG  POUT'S  IN  FABULOUS  FRESNO 

If  you  haven't  started  making  travel  plans,  etc.,  for  the  summer  meeting  of 
the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Tel.  and  Radio  Farm  Dir.  in  Fresno,  Cal,  June  23-25,  "better  get 
on  the  ball 1 1 

NATRFD  prexy,  Wally  Erickson  (KFRE,  Fresno)  says  among  the  speakers  lined  up 
are  Mm.  Warne,  Cal.  Dir.  of  Agri.  and  former  Ass't  Sec 'y  of  the  Interior  (U.S.); 
Ernest  Hart,  pres  of  a  food  chemical  and  machinery  firm;  Earl  Coke,  v. p.  Bank  of 
America  in  chg  of  agri.  loans;  and  Dr,  Frederick  Hill,  chm  of  the  Poultry  Dep't  at 
the  Univ.  of  Cal.  at  Davis. 

There  will  be  three  agri.  tours  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  vhich  "includes  the 
top  three  farm  income  counties  of  the  nation:    Fresno,  Tulare  and  Kern,"  in  that 
order.    There'll  be  a  tour  of  a  raisin    growers  plant,  a  wine  plant  and  one  of  the 
nation's  largest  cottonseed  processing  plants.     Also  scheduled  is  a  visit  to  the 
farm  campus  of  Fresno  State  College,  stops  at  "fabulous  packing  house  row"  at 
Sanger  where  the  plum  and  peach  packing  operations  will  be  in  full  swing;    a  ranch 
at  Clovis  which  is  a  typical  valley  on-the-farm  fruit  packing  operation,  a  visit  to 
a  vineyard  where  table  grapes  will  be  ripening  for  national  markets,  a  tour  of  part 
of  the  area  recently  in  the  news  with  passage  of  the  San  Luis  Water  Bill,  the  Univ. 
of  Cal  field  crops  station,  a  certified  seed  hdqtrs, .    And  others. 

Program  portions  of  the  conv.  will  include  a  discussion  of  commodity  mktg 
orders  and  farm  bargaining  groups  with  Henry  J.  Andreas,  chm  of  Cal.  Raising  Adv. 
board;  Gene  Beals,  mgr  of  Cal.  Turkey  Promotion  Adv.  Bd.,  Ralph  Bunje,  mgr.  Cal 
Canning  Peach  Ass'n;  and  W.  H.  Kuhrt,  mkts,  spec,  Cal.  Dep't  Agri.    Ross  Wurm  of 
Modesto,  agr.  pub.  rel  cons,  and  TV  farmcaster  will  serve  as  moderator.    All  this 
and  lots  more,  plus  a  very  attractive  line  up  of  fine  meals ,  and  activities  for 
the  ladies,  and  for  the  offspring.    More  about  all  this  later. 

TELL  IT  TO  MARILYN 

A  prominent  journalist  has  quoted  Marilyn  Monroe  as  saying,  "it  is 
the  job  of  the  intellectual  to  Eake  things  clear  to  me". 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  estimate  how  many  eggheads  (no  pun  designed) 
there  are  in  the  farm  broadcasting  profession.     Probably  there  are  not 
as  many  as  would  be  willing  to  try  to  make  things  clear  to  Marilyn,  but 
the  whole  business  causes  us  to  pause  and  think,  after  we've  thought 
about  Marilyn  for  a  while,  just  how  effective  we  are  at  making  things 
clear  to  our  listeners.     For  instance,  do  we  do  the  best  job  we  can 
of  explaining  things?    Have  you  listened  to  any  of  your  air  checks 
lately?    Maybe  everyone  who  NEEDS  to  understand  you,  does.    But  DO 
they? 

SPEAKING  OF  EGGS 

Another  tribute  to  the  genius  of  farmer  and  the  scientists  back  of  him  all  the 
way  to  the  laboratory  is  the  announcement  this  week  by  our  Agri.  Mktg.  Serv.  that 
nowaways,  to  get  100  pullets  to  go  into  production  as  layers;  the  average  poultry- 
man  raises  only  two-thirds  as  many  chickens  as  had  to  be  raised  20  years  ago.  In 
other  words,  150  chicks  in  I9U0.    Probably  most  important  factor  is  the  current  sale 
of  sexed  chicks  but  also  there  is  greater  uniformity  today  of  the  ready-to-lay 
pullets,  as  a  consequence  of  better  breeding,  feeding  and  management.     All  this 
reduces  the  need  for  culling  birds.     It  increases  survival,  too. .. .Malaya  and 
Singapore  bought  533,000  pounds  of  U.S.  frozen  poultry  in  1959,  3^  over  I958.  A 
survey  there  showed  over  90  percent  liked  the  U.S.  product  because  it  was  "conven- 
ient, tasty,  and  had  lots  of  flesh" . 
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FOR  THE  TAPE  WORMS    (Send  blanks  for  dubbing,  order  by  number): 

Where  Does  Cur  Food  Money  Go?  Dr.  Ken  Ogren,  head  of  farm  mkt.  research  for 
AMS,  responds  to  question — "With  food  raktg.  costs  still  climbing,  where  is  this 
additional  money  going?"  (1A60)  TIME:  1:0k 

Use  Agri.  Chemicals  Safely.  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  dep.  adm.  of  ARS,  comments  on 
value  of  agri.  chemicals,  responsibility  of  gov't  agencies  in  assuring  safety,  and 
key  to  safe  use — follow  instructions  on  label.     (2A60)  TIME:  1:5** 

Witchweed,  Still  a  Bugaboo.    Jack  Towers,  R&TV  Serv.  talks  with  Don  Shepherd 
of  plant  pest  control  staff,  ARS,  about  hazard  to  core,  sorghum  and  sugarcane  areas. 
What  witchweed  is  like,  how  to  recognize  it,  what  to  do  if  you  think  it's  in  your 
field  (So  far,  it's  only  known  to  be  in  N  &  S  Carolina).  (1Cj6o)    TIME:  h:2h 

NET  RESULTS 

On  the  radio  networks  next  weekend: 

NBC  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour:    SD  stock  growers  annual  mtg.  and 
Agri-Indul  Fair.    Sioux  Falls.    Sat  12:05  EDT. 

ABC  American  Farmer,  witchweed-  what  it  is  and  what  it  does 

MBS  Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  Daily,  check  local  scheds. 

Agriculture  USA-  on  tape,  mailed  Tuesdays.    "Poultry  Prospects 
and  50th  Anniv.  of  Forest  Products-Lab.  at  Madison." 

NEWS  ON  THE  MINUTE 

Gains  in  quantity,  depth  and  quality  of  news  coverage  by  local  radio  stations 
in  recent  years  is  revealed  in  a  recent  survey  by  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Broadcasters. 
Seventy-two  percent  of  all  radio  news  programs  are  locally-produced  by  individual 
stations,  more  than  a  15$  increase  since  1953*    Today,  about  one  out  of  every  seven 
hours  of  local  programs  is  devoted  to  news.    Biggest  increases  have  been  among  lOkw 
to  50kw  stations;  next  is  the  100  w  to  250  w  group.    We  know  of  one  station  which 
programs  nothing  but  news  and  commentary,  hour  after  hour. 

TV  PACKAGE  FEATURES 

BUR LEY  TOBACCO  -  FROM  HARVEST  TO  CIGARETTE  -  an  l8-still  photo 
package  to  be  released  June  10  -  tells  the  story  of  burley  tobacco 
and  the  important  part  it  plays  in  cigarette  production.    About  Mins. 

FISHING  TIME  -  a  six  photo  package  scheduled  for  release  June  9- 
invited  you  to  fish  in  one  of  the  151  national  forests  opened  for 
fishing.    Aout  1§  Mins. 


Sincerely, 


Layne' Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.    Watch  for  a  momentous  announcment  about  brucellosis  next  week. 


RFO  UTTER 


Eu.s.  d::t.  ^QT    ' ~' : 
)  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  10,  i960 
Letter  Wo.  928 


With  June  bustin'  out  all  around,  the  "bees  buzzin'  and  the  corn  aiming  at 
elephant-eye  altitude,  the  crop  report  issued  at  3  p.m.  today  by  our  Agri.  Mktg. 
Serv.  is  of  special  significance.    It  looks  like  a  good  year  for  production,  espe- 
cially with  corn  borers  on  the  wane  in  the  mid- west,  though  perking  up  in  the  east. 

WHEAT  INCREASE  FORECAST 

In  the  crop  report  issued  this  afternoon  by  the  Crop  Reporting 
board  indicates  a  good  production  year  for  most  field  crops.  All- 
wheat  production  is  now  forecast  at  1,271  million  bushels,  13  percent 
over  1959  and  l6  percent  over  average. 

Corn  and  soybean  planting  lags  well  behind  usual  in  the  North 
Central  area  as  rain  hampered  field  work.    A  cool  early  May  and  light 
rainfall  slowed  crop  growth  in  most  of  the  South.    Forage  crop 
prospects  are  more  favorable  in  northern  sections  than  in  the  south 
and  west.    Deciduous  fruit  production  is  expected  to  fall  below  last 
year.    Stored  water  supplies  are  below  average  in  parts  of  the  West 
and  stream- flow  will  be  less  than  usual  in  California  and  most  central 
mountain  areas. 

Crop  prospects  are  mostly  good  to  excellent  in  the  Northwest, 
Northern  and  Central  Great  Plains,  central  and  eastern  Great  Lakes 
region  and  the  mid- Atlantic  and  northeastern  areas. 

Spring  oats  had  a  cold,  wet  planting  season  in  the  heavy- 
producing  North  Central  area,  with  most  of  the  crop  seeded  two  to 
three  weeks  later  than  usual.    Winter  barley  prospects  were  generally 
favorable . 


CORN  BORERS  DOWN  IN  CORN  BELT,  UP  IN  BAST 

European  corn  borers  are  a  threat  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  country  although 
declining  in  Iowa  and  other  parts  of  the  North  Central  States,  ARS  reported  today. 

East  Delaware  borer  populations  are  estimated  30  percent  higher  than  last  year 
with  an  average  of  h2  percent — 1.6k  per  stalk — surviving  the  winter.    New  Jersey 
has  the  highest  stalk  average,  2.36  borers,  in  six  years.    Survival  in  Illinois  is 
about  normal,  but  Iowa  surveyors  report  the  smallest  number  of  overwintering  borers 
in  many  years,  an  average  of  only  726  live  borers  per  acre,  compared  with  3,0^9  a 
year  ago.    Borer  survival  in  Kansas,  Minnesota,  and  North  Dakota  was  significantly 
down. 
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MORE  ABOUT  NATRFD  CONCLAVE 

Rex  Me sser smith,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.  has  lined  up  a  panel  feature,  "Futures 
of  Markets,"  for  the  NATRFD  summer  meeting  in  Fresno  on  June  2k,  which  will  include, 
among  other  things,  a  presentation  about  how  markets  were  given  39  years  ago  and 
now,  by  Paul  Vogel,  WEW,  St.  Louis.     (Paul  wasn't  doing  it  himself  39  years  ago.) 
Rex  will  give  a  summary  of  what  lvstk.  mkts.  are  doing  now  to  report  and  will 
explain  the  two  ten-minute  auction  mkt.  reports  currently  on  WNAX.    Walter  John,  of 
our  AMS,  will  tell  of  some  of  the  problems  in  mkt.  reporting  in  connection  with 
changing  conditions;  some  recent  changes  in  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act  which 
affect  auction  mkts.  and  farm  sales.    Jess  Bigelow,  Madera  Co.,  Cal. ,  rancher  and  vp 
of  the  Nat'l  Lvstk.  Prodcrs.  Fed.  will  present  the  producers ' side  of  the  market  news 
picture.    All  this,  and  much  more,  at  Fresno,  June  23-25. 

0.  W.  Fillerup  (his  name  should  make  for  interesting  experiences  in  gas 
stations),  exec,  veep  of  the  Council  of  Cal.  Growers,  will  tell  how  his  new  org.  is 
fostering  better  pub.  rel.  for  agri.    There  will  be  features  on  farm  program  sales 
problems,  ag.  communications,  and  agri-business,  the  latter  a  panel  handled  by  the 
agri-bus.  committee  of  the  Fresno  City  and  County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  first 
such  committee  of  its  type  in  the  nation,  says  Wally  Erickson,  NATRFD  pres.  and 
convention  host  (KFRE).    He  says  don't  forget  the  full  program  of  events  for  the 
wives  and  kids,  too,  and  mentions  provocatively  a  "lovely  and  rather  unique  Fashion 
Show."    Also  a  tour  of  local  homes  and  gardens,  women's  club  for  coffee.  Sight 
seeing,  baby  sitters,  tennis,  boating,  ice  cream  party,  etc.,  etc.    Go  west,  young 
man,  and  take  the  family. 

PLAN  MARKETS  FOR  WOOD 

A  prominent  British  timber  importer,  Bryan  Latham,  says  from  the 
time  of  Julius  Caesar  until  the  end  of  the  19th  century  basic  methods 
of  using  woods  remained  unchanged.    After  that  in  quick  succession  came 
mild  steel,  aluminum  and  other  alloys,  reinforced  concrete  and  plastics, 
each  seeking  a  share  of  world  markets  formerly  held  exclusively  by  wood. 
The  timber  industry  responded  by  developing  marketing  techniques, 
engaging  in  scientific  research  and  finding  new  uses  for  wood  products. 
The  first  completely  new  method  of  using  wood  since  Caesar's  time 
was  the  wholesale  manufacture  of  plywood.    Latham,  who  will  speak  at 
the  5th  World  Forestry  Congress  in  Seattle,  Aug.  29  to  Sept.  10, 
believes  that  if  forest  products  are  to  hold  traditional  markets  and 
expand  into  others,  gov't  and  commerce  must  work  together  more  than 
ever.    He  says  the  timber  industry  no  longer  can  depend  upon  circum- 
stance to  create  or  sustain  demands. 

OPPORTUNITY  IN  RENO 

There  used  to  be  a  gag  about  Reno,  Nev. ,  being  the  place  where  the  cream  of 
society  gets  separated.    But  there  are  other  agricultural  connotations  to  the  area. 
Now,  Hamilton  Hintz,  ag.  ed.  of  the  McClatchy  Bdcstg.  Co.  writes  of  a  job  opportu- 
nity at  KOH,  the  5000-watt  McClatchy- owned  station  in  Reno  for  a  combination  farm 
editor-news  editor  job.    Ham  says  the  job  requires  an  ag.  background  and  from  one 
to  three  years  experience  in  farm  and/or  news  bdcstg- --reporting,  writing,  editing 
and  voicing.    Write  to  Tom  Levemier,  personnel  ass't,  McClatchy  Newspapers,  21st 
and  Q  Sts.,  Sacramento,  Cal.,  or  talk  with  Mr.  Hintz  at  the  MATRFD  convention  in 
Fresno,  June  23-25. 
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OF  MIKES  AM  MEN 

"Barney"  Arnold,  WHAS,  Louisville,  has  "been  named  "by  the  Ky.  Farm  Bureau  Fed. 
to  receive  its  first  annual  communications  award.    KFBF  is  presenting  two  $100  cash 
awards  each  year  to  the  bdcstr.  and  writer  making  "the  most  significant  contributions 
to  improvement  of  understanding  among  farm  and  city  people  in  the  state."  Congrats, 

Barney.    What  will  you  do  with  the  loot?  Jim  Hodgson  has  taken  up  his  duties 

at  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  as  that  station's  i960  farm  scholarship  winner.    Bill  Alford 
lets  us  know  that  Jim,  age  20,  is  the  ikth  winner  of  this  annual  $1000  scholarship 
awarded  to  an  outstanding  student  in  ag.  journalism  at  Iowa  State  Univ.    He'll  spend 
the  summer  working  with  Boh  Nance  and  Bill  in  the  WMT  Farm  Dept.    All  hut  one  (he's 
in  the  Air  Force)  of  the  13  previous  winners  are  doing  well  in  ag.  communications 
now.    A  few  of  them:    Dix  Harper,  19^7,  Chicago  ad.  agcy. ;    Boh  Parker,  19k8,  WBAY, 
Green  Bay;    Boh  Crom,  19^9;  dir.  of  communications,  ND  State;    Lee  Kline,  1950,  WHO, 

Des  Moines;    Ted  Hutchcroft,  1951,  Hat'l  k-E  Foundation,  Wash.,  D.  C  Murray 

Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  and  Harold  J.  (Smitty)  Schmitz,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  are  hack  from 
European  tours. . .Murray  led  a  party  of  135* 

Voice  of  America  is  readying  a  farm  series  for  its  English  language 
service.    Some  farm  hdcstrs.  have  already  made  tapes  for  it.... Hank 
Wilkinson,  NC  St.  Col.  says  "can't  please  'em  all."    After  majority  of 
Tarheel  stations  said  "no"  they  didn't  want  music  on  interview  tapes 
he  sends  out,  comes  now  Norman  Evers  of  WPLT,  Greensboro,  saying 
"...we  emphatically  would  prefer  music  backgrounds. .. .can  prove 

improved  listener ship"  .After  our  story  about  Nevada  ranchmen 

carrying  transistor  radios  while  on  horseback,  Fred  Berggren,  ass't 
exp.  sta.  editor  at  Univ.  of  Tenn. ,  writes  that  a  retail  chain 
store  in  Knoxville  did  offer  for  sale  a  saddle  equipped  with  a 
miniature  radio.     It  was  "flush- with- saddle x x x x x x xand  built  into  the 
covered  part  of  the  fork,  and  was  handy  for  dialing**-***detachable  for 
hand-carrying  in  its  separate  leather  case. " . . . .Hi-yo,  Monitor. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  BRUCELLOSIS -FREE 

Department  and  state  officials  of  New  Hampshire  are  rightfully  proud  that  this 
New  England,  state  has  qualified  as  a  brucellosis-free  area- -the  first  state  to 
achieve  the  distinction.    The  state  was  certified  brucellosis-free  as  of  April  25 
when  testing  of  the  entire  cattle  population  consisting  of  more  than  113,000 
animals  in  6,833  herds  was  completed.     Official  notification  will  be  given  Gov. 
Wesley  Powell  by  Charles  Figy,  ass't  to  the  Sec'y  of  Agri . ,  at  a  special  ceremony  in 
Concord  next  Tuesday,  June  Ik. 

For  the  "brucellosis-free"  designation,  a  state  must  have  tested  all  herds 
within  18  months  of  the  date  the  state  is  certified  and  all  herds  in  which 
brucellosis  is  found  must  be  retested  and.  found  free  of  the  disease.  Also, 
brucellosis  must  be  known  not  to  exist  in  any  other  species  of  domestic  animal. 

The  "modif ied-certified  brucellosis  area"  status  which  has  been  achieved  by  2k 
states,  is  one  in  which  not  more  than  one  percent  of  the  cattle  nor  more  than  five 
percent  of  the  herds  are  affected,  with  brucellosis.    States  must  reach  this  goal 
before  being  permitted  to  request  certification  as  brucellosis-free  areas. 

The  eradication  campaign,  conducted,  cooperatively  by  USDA's  Agricultural 
Research  Service  and  the  various  states,  has  reduced  the  nationwide  infection  rate 
by  more  than  half  in  the  past  five  years. 


NET  PROPHECIES 

These  features  will  be  heard  on  radio  networks  next  week. 
AMERICAN  FARMER  New  Hampshire  boots  out  brucellosis— highlights  of  observance  at 

Concord       Sat.  11:30-12    EDT    ABC  net. 
NATIONAL  FARM  AND  HOME  HOUR  Meeting  of  American  Society  of  Ag.  Engineers.  NBC 

net.    Sat.  12:05  EDT 

CLAUDE  MAHONEY ' S  FARM  NEWS  Mutual  network,  daily.    See  local  Sched. 

AGRICULTURE  USA- --Our  Agricultural  Trade  Abroad,  with  Dr.  Max  Myers,  Admin,  of  FAS, 

and  selected  attaches.    On  tape  from  our  shop. 

FOR  THE  PICTURE  TUBES 

A  one-photo  Video  News  Bulletin  goes  out  today  about  New  Hampshire's 
Freedom  from  Brucellosis.    The  news  release  was  on  the  wires  last 
Wednesday.    Next  week,  a  9-photo  story  on  safe  use  of  pesticides. 

Jules  Renaud,  our  TV  production  supervisor,  reports  excellent 
response  to  the  semi-annual  TV  Package  order  sheet,  but  wishes  the 
rest  of  you  would  fill  in  the  form  and  rush  it  here  pronto  so  we  may 
keep  you  on  the  mailing  list,  that  is,  if  you  want  to  stay.    This  will 
save  us  a  follow-up  letter.  Thanks. 

CHANGES  IN  WINDY  TOWN 

Late  news  from  Chicago  has  Bill  Mason  and  Ray  Watson,  farm  casters  at  WLS* 
noving  to  WBBM  radio,  Chicago,  and  WJRL,  Rockford,  111. ,  respectively.    The  latter 
is  a  new  500-watter  in  western  111.  and  Ray  expects  to  do  a  real  farm  job  there 
starting  June  20.    Bill  replaces  George  Menard  on  WBBM  next  Monday  as  Geo.  moves 
over  to  TV  with  his  farm  show.    Julian  Bentley  has  been  doing  the  WBBM--TV  farm  show 
in  recent  months. 

Meanwhile,  WLS  reports  its  new  farm  director,  Chuck  Bills,  formerly  of  WBKB 
(TV),  Chicago,  will  report  on  Monday  and  will  direct  farm  programs  5:30  to  6:30  a.m. 
and  12  to  12:30  p.m.    Sam  Holman,  WLS  prog.  dir.  says,  "We  plan  to  do  as  complete  a 
farm  programming  job  as  possible." 

jET  BIDDY  A  THERMOMETER 

The  May  30  issue  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau's  Weekly  Weather  and 
Crop  Bulletin,  published  in  cooperation  with  our  AMS,  has  a  special 
article  about  "Temperature  and  Egg  Production."    It  says  "While  all 
meteorological  aspects  of  environment  might  be  profitably  considered, 
the  effect  of  temperature  on  egg  production  is  of  primary  concern."  If 
you  don't  receive  this  weekly  bulletin  and  would  like  it,  write  to  the 
Weather  Bureau,  VJashington  25,  D.  C. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U,  Sc;9ep\artrnent  of  Agriculture 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  — ' 


June  17,  i960 
Letter  Wo.  929 


It  has  been  another  one  of  those  weeks  when  domestic  news  of  all  kinds  has  been 
upstaged  by  international  events.    The  weather  in  Washington  has  caught  up  to  its 
normal  schedule  —  hot  and  steamy  —  thus  reassuring  those  citizens  who,  a  month 
ago,  had  reason  to  doubt.    Dairy  production  continues  to  climb.    There's  increasing 
emphasis  on  more  efficient  uses  of  the  world's  food  supply.    You'll  be  hearing  more 
about  Food-for-Peace  in  months  to  come,  and  FAO  is  moving  into  its  Freedom  from 
Hunger  program  with  an  appeal  to  consume  more  grains,  the  world  staple.    Food  moves, 
meanwhile,  to  earthquake -stricken  Chile,  and  the  Dep't  said  today  that  certain  of 
our  surpluses  are  available  for  distribution  to  non-profit  summer  camps  for  children. 

1960-CROP  SOYBEAN  RATES  SET 

Yesterday  the  Dep't  set  1960-crop  soybean  county  support  rates, 
based  on  the  nat'l  average  support  price  of  $1.85  per  bushel  for  this 
crop.    It's  the  same  as  1959 j  and  was  determined  the  same  way  as  in 
previous  years.    There  is  little  change  in  county  support  rates  and 
none  in  the  premium-and-dis count  schedule.    Terminal  rates  are  not 
established  for  soybeans. 


SURPLUS  FOODS  FOR  SUMMER  CAMPS 


Non-fat  dry  milk,  butter,  rice,  flour  and  cornmeal  are  generally  available  for 
distribution  to  nonprofit  summer  camps  as  part  of  the  USDA's  regular  donation  pro- 
gram for  surplus  foods.    In  some  states,  dried  whole  eggs  are  also  available. 
Donations  for  camps,  as  for  charitable  institutions,  are  limited  to  those  surplus 
food  items  acquired  under  price  support  and  surplus  removal  legislation.  They 
depend  upon  current  agri.  market  conditions. 

DEVELOPMENT  IN  EASTERN  KENTUCKY 

Five  members  of  the  Fed'l  Committee  for  Rural  Development  Prog, 
will  spend  a  few  days,  starting  Sunday,  on  an  orientation  visit  to 
eastern  Kentucky  where  an  extensive  program  of  farm,  industry ^  edu- 
cational and  health  development  will  be  started  soon  under  leadership 
of  the  Univ.  of  Ky.  using  a  $75^,000  grant  from  the  Kellogg  Foundation 
for  the  Appalachian  Resource  Development  Project  in  30  counties.  Under 
Secretary  True  D.  Morse,  will  lead  the  group. 
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THEY  SAW  THEIR  DOTY 


When  a  destructive  tornado  hit  IE  Kansas  on  May  19,  Charlie  Ross  (WIBW, 
Topeka)  was  en  route  to  a  farmers'  meeting  at  St.  Mary's  and  espied  the  storm  near 
Rossville.    He  phoned  in  an  on-the-scene  running  report  which  r)in-pointed  the 
direction  the  funnel  was  traveling  and  served  as  a  warning  to  listeners.  Wilbur 
Levering  says  Charlie's  reports  were  the  first  presented  by  any  station  and  were 
used  by  the  wire  services.    The  storm  did  80  miles  and  $V  million  worth  of  destruc- 
tion on  some  200  farms  plus  considerable  in  several  towns.    Since  the  storm,  the 
WIBW  farm  Department  has  spent  more  than  two  continuous  weeks  of  long  hours  and 
intensive  work  helping  the  hard  hit  areas.    Besides  giving  on-the-spot  useful  infor- 
mation to  the  public  on  radio  and  TV,  Wilbur  and  Charlie  organized  12  work  assign- 
ment centers  for  volunteer  help  to  clean  up  debris.    These  served  also  as  receiving 
and  distributing  points  for  clothing,  cooking  gear,  furniture,  etc.  and  achieved  a 
response  of  more  than  25,000  man  hours  of  volunteer  help  through  their  suggestions 
on  the  air.    Also,  they  estimate  over  $100,000  in  cash  and  materials  have  been 
donated  for  relief.    They  established  a  Rural  Disaster  Fund  which  drew  over  $12,000 
(A  committee  was  organized  to  administer  the  fund. )    This,  we  think,  is  an  out- 
standing example  of  public  service  by  a  broadcasting  facility.    Wilbur  and  Charlie 
perceived  the  implications  of  what  was  happening  and  were  equal  to  the  occasion.  We 
bow  low  in  respect. 


PRODUCTION  UP 

Domestic  replacements  of  pullet  chicks  for  broiler  hatchery  supply 

flocks  by  leading  primary  breeders  was  up  23$  in  May  over  last  May  

Milk  production  on  farms  in  May  is  estimated  about  one  percent  above 

May,  1959,  and  the  19^9-58  average  for  May  Movement  of  new  crop 

potatoes  will  pick  up  soon,  with  the  late  spring  crop  ejected  to  top 
last  year's  by  11$. 

THE  LADY  WHO'S  KNOWN  AS  LUAU 

As  if  just  seeing  the  wonders  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  weren't  enough,  there 
are  also  such  exotic  experiences  as  shishkebab  and  luau  in  your  future,  if  you 
attend  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  meeting  in  Fresno 
oTune  23-25. 

Now,  in  case  you  haven't  been  to  Hawaii,  "luau"  is  pronounced  "LOO-ow"  and  is 
Indescribable.    As  for  shishkebab,  you're  on  your  own.    It's  all  food  and  wonderful. 

NATRFD  Prexy  Wally  Erickson,  who  lives  right  in  the  middle  of  all  this,  says 
?resno  county  is  "the  world  capital  of  agribusiness,"  and  there  is  to  be  a  special 
agribusiness  presentation  at  one  of  the  convention  sessions. 

An  added  feature  this  year  is  Jim  Miller's  offer  of  a  tape  of  Highlights  of 
~/he  proceedings  for  home  bdcstg.     If  you'd  like  this,  send  him  a  30-min.  reel  of 
good  tape  for  dubbing,  at  the  KFRE  farm  dep't,  Fresno. 

Wally  from  the  west  and  Charley  Caudle  from  the  northeast  have  been  peppering 
.is  with  new  developments  in  the  three- day  program.    The  two  big  political  conven- 
tions later  in  the  summer  couldn't  possibly  be  any  livelier  than  this  "compact" 
convention  with  all  its  business  and  play.    Jack  Towers  will  represent  us.  Walter 
.Tohn  of  AMS  and  Joe  Silbaugh  of  MRS  will  also  be  there.     Have  fun,  boys  and  girls. 
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OF  MIKES  AMD  MEN 

Boo  Parker,  one-time  farm  dir.,  now  sales  promotion  dir.  of  WBAY  and 
WBAY -TV,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  reports  the  third  winner  of  the  WBAY  Farm  Radio-TV 
Scholarship  is  Lyle  Schmidt,  21,  a  senior  in  ag.  journalism  at  the  Univ.  of  Wise. 
Boh  says  Lyle  will  work  with  Orion  Samuelson  all  summer  and  act  as  campus  reporter 
for  WBAY  during  his  senior  year.    Dairy  farm- raised,  Lyle  is  an  11-year  U-H'er  with 

national  honors  Perry  Bowser,  KVOP,  Plainview,  Texas,  sends  a  crop  report. 

Says  it  looks  like  another  bumper  wheat  crop,  but  more  sun  and  time  for  weed  control 
are  needed. .. .Bob  Carlson  and  Bill  Whittenberg  service  20  stations  with  daily  market 

reports  from  South  St.  Paul  W.  A.  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  erstwhile  farm  bdestr.  (WBAP, 

Fort  Worth)  now  living  in  Houston,  noticed  an  item  in  this  Letter  recently  about 
clarity  in  broadcasting.    Doc  says  "Every  farm  director  should  use  a  big  word  when 

he  feels  up  to  it  and  knows  how  to  pronounce  it  Murray  Cox  (WFAA,  Dallas)  and 

I  knew  some  big  words  but  just  couldn't  say  them,  although  we  tried  sometimes."  

"Brad"  Bradford,  whom  we  reported  recently  as  moving  to  York,  Pa. ,  has  decided  to 
stay  on  at  WEEX,  Easton,  Pa.,  with  a  promotion  to  ass't  station  mgr.  plus  more  farm 

duties  than  ever.    He  sounds  happy,  and  so  are  we  

Bruce  Davies  (KFAB,  Omaha)  lets  us  know  that  he  presented  the  33rd 
and  3Hh  scholarships  to  the  Univ.  of  Nebr.  June  7  to  the  top  boy  and 
girl  in  the  state  K-E  Public  speaking  contest.    Gen'l  mgr.  Lyell  Bromser 
announced  the  contest  will  be  sponsored  again  next  year.    Maybe  the 

winners  will  get  into  broadcasting  Claude  Mahoney,  MBS,  Washington, 

left  his  wife,  Fran,  in  Indiana  the  other  day  and  returned  home  to 
find  a  hive  of  his  bees  swarming.    Several  stings  and  a  dozen 
fruitless,  frantic  phone  calls  to  known  bee  experts  (who  preferred 
to  fish  that  day)  in  the  neighborhood  led  only  to  swarming  by  a 
second  hive  (the  excitement,  probably).    Now  that  Fran  is  back  and 
calm  reigns  on  the  premises,  Claude  pledges  never  to  let  her  leave 

home  again  An  office  visitor  this  week,  George  C.  Biggar,  WLBK, 

DeKalb,  111.,  in  town  on  other  business  but  making  tapes  with  some 
of  our  scientists,  etc. 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  30  SECONDS 

Research  grants  of  foreign  currency  to  the  Univ.  of  Helsinki  ($56,637)  in 
Finland  and  the  Univ.  of  Lille  ($23,902)  in  France  have  been  made  from  P.  L.  h8o 
funds  for  studies  of  residues  from  pesticides  applied  to  crops  after  harvest 
(Helsinki)  and  proteins  in  wool  and  how  they  determine  quality  differences  in  wool 

(Lille)  U.  S.  exhibit  at  Barcelona  Trade  Fair  this  month  features  uses  of  cotton 

in  the  home  and  as  fashion  material.    Entire  fair  is  devoted  to  cotton,  of  which 
Spain  buys  a  lot  from  us.... Mexico  is  now  third  largest  cigarette-manufacturing 

nation,  after  U.  S.  and  Brazil  39  billion  fags  last  year  Consumption  of  soap 

in  Iran  rose  19^  to  110.2  million  pounds  annually  between  1957  and  1959  and  still 

rising.    Imports  of  tallow  from  the  U.  S.  have  grown  commensurately  Before  19^0, 

Argentina  was  world's  largest  corn  exporter  but  outranked  by  the  U.  S.  since  then. 

Now,  bumper  crops  have  put  her  exports  up  to  112  million  bushels  in  1947-^8  

George  Parks  is  our  new  ag.  attache  in  the  Netherlands. .. .B.  R.  Sen,  dir.  gen.  of 
FAO,  has  called  for  increased  consumption  of  grains,  still  the  major  world  source  of 
food. .. .We 're  selling  up  to  $600,000  worth  of  fresh  lemons  and  lemon  juice  to 
Yugoslavia  under  P.  L.  k80.    This  should  sharpen  up  things  over  there. 
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COAST-TO- COAST 


Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  MBS,  daily.    See  local  schedules. 

American  Farmer  -  "The  Story  of  Bread  in  India,"  one  of  a  series  about  bread  around 

the  world.    Sat.,  June  18    11:30  a.m.  EDT. 
National  Farm  &  Home  Hour,  NBC — "Amer .  Dairy  Science  meeting,  Logan,  Utah.  Sat. 

June  18,    12:05  a.m.,  EDT. 
Agriculture  USA— 13^  min.  tape  from  here.    On-the-spot  report  from  brucellosis -free 

New  Hampshire.    Next  weekend. 

MORE  TAPES  (NOT  RED) 

These  are  new  in  our  tape  library.    Send  a  blank  for  dubbing. 
2$>°    Farm  export  outlook  is  bright.    Statement  by  Dr.  Max  Myers,  Adm'r 
of  FAS      USE  ~"* 

3Q6°    Poultry  Prospects  in  Thumbnail.    Statement  by  Eddie  Karpoff, 

poultry  economist  with  AMS.     {Eggs,  broilers  and  turkeys.)  5^  sees. 
Cm  case  you've  wondered  about  our  tape  numbers,  "q"  means  use  quickly, 
"A"  means  use  anytime.    Numbers  to  the  right  of  the  letter  indicate 
month  and  year . ) 


CHANNEL  CHATTER 


Use  Pesticides  Safely  the  name  of  a  TV  farm  feature  package  to  be  mail- 
ed next  week.    It  urges  compliance  with  federal  regulations  on  use  of  pest  controls 
for  protection  of  crops  and  health,  and  tells  how.    Nine  still  pix  and  suggested 
script. 


CANADIAN  CAPERS 


From  Canada,  George  Atkins  sends  word  that  the  Region  10  members 
of  NATRFD  will  meet  at  the  Ag.  Inst,  of  Canada  on  the  campus  of  the 
Ontario  Ag.  College  in  Guelph  June  21.  Main  topic  of  business,  says 
Regional  vice-pres.  George,  will  be  to  talk  over  the  possibility  of 
holding  the  1962  spring  meeting  NATRFD  in  Canada.  It's  a  beautiful 
time  of  the  year  to  visit  there,  he  declares.  No  argument  from  us, 
George . 


P  &  S  ACT  VISUALS 


Farm  telecasters  may  be  interested  in  a  new  22-photo  series  just  out  by  the 
Photo  Service  depicting  some  regulatory  activities  under  the  Packers  and  Stockyards 
Act.    It  is  not  a  TV  feature  package.    If  you'd  like  a  leaflet  showing  the  pix  let 
us  know.    We  can  provide  individual  prints  to  TV  stations  upon  specific  order. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  /Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


3  R   R  Y 


Radio 


iff?  2 


Dfmctors 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  2k,  i960 
Letter  No.  930 


Washington's  sticky  summer  weather  was  a  couple  of  days  late  in  arriving ,  hut 
today's  90  degree  slow- "boil  makes  me  envy  the  NATRFD  hoys  their  chance  at  the 
Calif ornia- variety  weather  out  in  Fresno. 

OUTLOOK  DUE 

The  next  Wheat  Outlook  report  is  due  Tuesday,  June  28.  Yesterday, 
the  USDA  placed  wheat  and  wheat-flour  sales  for  export  payment  at  3^3'^ 
million  "bushels  from  July  1,  1959  to  June  IT,  i960,  and  2^.8  million 
cwt.  for  the  same  period.    This  represented  a  slight  increase  over  the 
totals  for  the  same  period  the  preceding  year  when  321.6  million 
"bushels  of  wheat  and  2^.1  million  cwt.  of  flour  were  registered  "by  the 
export  trade. 


PIG  CROP  DOWN 


The  i960  spring  pig  crop  totaled  k-9  million  head,  a  16$  reduction  from  last 
year's  crop.    There  were  just  over  7  million  sows  farrowing  this  spring,  15$  "below 
the  spring  of  1959 •    A  decrease  in  fall  litters  can  he  expected,  according  to  "breed- 
ing intentions  reports,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  said.    On  June  1,  there  were  7$ 
fewer  hogs  6  months  old  and  older  on  farms  and  ranches  than  a  year  ago. 


FRESH  OFF  THE  SHELF 


Processing  of  farm  foods  has  rocketed  in  the  past  30  years,  a  new 
AMS  Marketing  Research  Report  shows.    Frozen  food  consumption  went  up 
ninefold  during  the  1925-5-4  period,  while  canned  foods  zoomed  275 
percent.    About  all  farm  foods  now  go  through  some  form  of  processing. 


PUT  BITE  ON  A  BAD  BEETLE 


The  threat  of  a  Corn  Belt  State  invasion  "by  the  khapra  beetle  has  increased 
sharply  since  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  opened.    In  announcing  this  week  that  efforts 
are  "being  increased  to  stop  the  pests  "before  they  can  debark  from  inbound  grain 
ships,  USDA's  Research  Service  officials  reported  27  finds  aboard  inbound  ships 
since  May  1,  at  three  ports  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  at  ports  on  Atlantic,  Pacific 
and  Gulf  Coasts.    ARS  officials  are  urging  officials  in  countries  from  which  beetle- 
infested  ships  and  cargoes  come  to  take  measures  to  eliminate  the  pests  thers.  No 
mere  bugaboo,  the  khapra  is  highly  destructive  of  grains,  dried  foods,  and  some 
animal  products.    First  discovered  in  California  in  1953?  "the  foreign  insect  spread 
into  the  Southwest  and  Mexico  before  a  joint  eradication  program,  now  nearing 
success,  could  begin  to  show  effect. 
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OKLAHOMA.' 

Recent  smoke  signals  from  the  Sooner  state  reveal  a  hatful  of  news.  Jim 
Hedrick,  associate  to  Wayne  Liles,  KMTV,  Okla.  City,  has  resigned  effective  early 
in  July  to  go  into  the  agri.  advertising  "business  with  another  KWTV  staffer.  An 
orchid  horseshoe,  Jim. 

Several  farm  hdcstrs  on  both  radio  and  TV  have  indicated  interest  in  more 
market  news  coverage.    Lately  Carl  Meyer dirk  (KVOO,  Tulsa),  Glenn  Shelton,  KTRN, 
Wichita  Falls,  and  Johnny  Watkins  (KWTX,  Waco)  have  been  in  touch  with  Harold  Bryson 
at  the  AMS  reg.  mkt.  news  office  in  Dallas.    These  reports  are  given  in  full  to  the 
wire  services.    If  they  aren't  coming  to  you  in  as  complete  a  form  as  you  need,  a 
huddle  with  the  wire  service  people  might  help.    Also,  the  AMS  regional  offices 
would  like  to  know. 

Carl  Sorenson,  of  the  Dallas  AMS  office,  has  been  in  Oklahoma  lately  helping 
Wayne  Liles  and  Jim  Hedrick  with  a  short  film,  "The  AMS  Story  in  Oklahoma"  which 
Wayne  and  Jim  shot  for  their  station  and  have  now  made  available  to  other  stations. 
Good  work,  men.    Cooperating  were  the  market  news,  crop  reporting,  poultry  inspec- 
tion, cotton  classing,  school  lunch  services  of  AMS  in  Okla.    Ewing  Canaday,  Okla. 
ext.  TV  spec,  helped  out.    Nice  bit  of  enterprise,  gents. 

GOV'T  EGG  BUYING  RESUMES 

On  Wednesday,  the  Dep't  announced  it  would  resume  purchases  of 
dried  whole  egg  solids  as  a  means  of  stabilizing  egg  prices  to  pro- 
ducers.   Such  purchases  had  been  suspended  in  mid-May  when  it  appeared 
prices  had  stabilized  at  reasonable  levels,  but  they  have  since  dropped 
substantially  below  the  levels  prevailing  in  mid-May.    First  offerings 
are  due  next  Tuesday,  June  28  by  1  p.m.  EDT  and  purchases  will  be  made 
weekly  thereafter  until  further  notice.    Inquiries  should  be  directed 
to  Henry  T.  Garringer,  Agri.  Mktg.  Serv. ,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

GEOMETRIC  ICE  CREAM 

It  would  be  in  June  Dairy  Month  that  we'd  get  the  intelligence  from  the  New 
England  Dairy  and  Food  Council  that  more  housewives  prefer  square  ice  cream  con- 
tainers than  round  ones.    Also,  it  seems,  they  prefer  a  "top  that  comes  off"  rather 
than  a  "flap  that  folds  back,"  which  would  make  it  seem  she  wants  her  ice  cream  in  a 
square  container  with  a  round  cover,  but  we  never  were  very  good  at  geometry.  Mean- 
while, they  point  out  that  milk  still  tops  all  other  basic  foods  as  an  essential 
in  the  daily  diet.    Also,  while  surveys  show  that  most  mothers  dissapprove  of  their 
toddlers  consuming  other  drinks  on  the  grounds  that  it  cuts  their  milk  drinking, 
80$  do  permit  it. 

THE  MUGS  GALLERY 

Back  from  a  trip  to  the  southeastern  states,  Photographer  Herman 
Postlethwaite  (p.  W.  for  short)  brings  action  pix  of  several  SE  farm 
bdcstrs  for  our  office  wall.    Included  are  Harry  Daniel,  WUNC-TV 
Raleigh,  N.  C.;Mardi  Liles,  WFIA-TV,  Tampa,  Fla.;  Grady  Shadbum, 
WALB-TV,  Albana,  Ga. ;  and  George  Perry,  WFMY-TV,  Greensforo,  N.  C. 
Some  are  shown  using  USDA  TV  package  features,  others  interviewing 
local  guests.    Cliff  Gray,  WSPA-TV,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.  promised  to 
send  photos  of  himself,  but  maybe  the  recent  fire  which  damaged  his 
station  scorched  the  pix.     Welcome  aboard,  men. 


-  3  - 


AG,  INFO.  TRAINEES  FROM  17  COLLEGES 

Our  two  summer  trainees  in  the  Radio  and  TV  Service  have  "been  on  the  job  for 
two  weeks  now  and,  having  survived  that,  we  presume  they'll  "be  valuable  additions  to 
our  staff  the  rest  of  summer  which  is  what  we  figured  all  along.    Nancy  Ann  Nystrom 
of  the  Univ.  of  Washington  in  Seattle  is  working  mainly  with  Edith  Swing  in  consumer 
info,  for  radio  and  TV,  hut  will  fill  in  all  over  the  place.    Voris  Riley  of  Texas 
A.  and  M.  hit  the  ground  running  to  help  Jack  Towers  in  radio  at  first  and  Jules 
Renaud  in  TV  later.    Other  summer  trainees  in  ag.  info,  and  their  assignments  include 
Jill  H.  Beckoff  of  Cornell,  ARS;  Gail  D.  Sevens,  Iowa  St.  Univ.,  AMS;  Russell  A. 
Fawcett,  Univ.  of  Wyo.,  AMS;  Harold  W.  Harr,  Univ.  of  Tenn.;  ARS;  Daniel  R.  Hemenway, 
Univ.  of  Mass.,  ARS;  Thomas  C.  Jones,  Utah  St.  Univ.,  Forest  Service;  Janis  L. 
Lienau,  Univ.  of  Wise*,  Office  of  Info,  publications  div.;  Allan  Liu,  UCLA,  01 
Motion  Picture  Serv. ;  John  G.  Shaver,  Univ.  of  Minn.,  01  press  serv. ;  Richard  P. 
Winslow,  Sam  Houston  St.  Teachers  Col.     (Huntsville,  Tex.)  01  Photography  div.  All 
are  ready  for  their  senior  year  in  journalism  or  related  studies,  mostly  ag.  jour- 
nalism.   Several  past  trainees  have  returned,  after  graduation,  to  full  time  jobs 
here. 

Each  of  the  five  AMS  area  mktg.  info,  offices  also  has  a  trainee:    Marvin  D. 
Fisher,  Univ.  of  N.  Dak.,  Chicago;  James  R.  Jones,  Univ.  cf  Okla. ,  Dallas;  Zena  Beth 
McGIashan,  Montana  St.  Univ. ,  San  Francisco;  Edward  L.  Razinsky,  Cornell  to  New  York 
City;  Elizabeth  Heinz,  Univ.  of  Mass.,  Atlanta. 

2,k-T)  OKAY  FOR  WHEAT 

The  joint  statement  on  the  use  of  2,4-D  on  wheat  issued  by  the 
USDA  and  the  Dep't  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  (which  embraces  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration)  is  reassuring  to  growers  who  had  asked 
for  a  statement  about  use  of  the  chemical  as  a  weed  killer  in  wheat. 

The  statement  pointed  out  that  no  new  regulations  have  been  issued 
concerning  the  use  of  2,^-D  (2,14-Dichlorophenoxy  acetic  acid)  for  the 
past  12  years  and  that  no  residue  has  been  found,  but  that  if  subsequent 
tests  show  that  residue  does  exist,  new  regulations  will  be  made. 

THE  STATE  OF  ART  BOROUGHS 

Art  Boroughs,  farm  editor  for  WKAR  radio  and  TV  at  Mich.  St.  Univ.,  East 
Lansing,  says  he  has  just  helped  with  the  biggest  calf  hood  vaccination  program  ever 
in  cooperating  with  the  College  of  Vet.  Med.     "We  are  modified,  certified  brucel- 
losis free  here,  and  we  are  heading  for  total  eradication."    (New  Hampshire  achieved 
this  two  weeks  ago).     "Last  year,"  continued  Art,  "we  vaccinated  only  32$  of  the 
heifer  calves  that  should  have  been  vaccinated  and  this  year  we're  going  to  run  that 
figure  right  to  85  to  90  and  next  year  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than 
100$.    Now,  to  get  this  kind  of  job  done,  radio  stations  across  the  state  are  carry- 
ing a  whole  fist  full  of  material  that  we  have  prepared." 

It  includes  interviews  with  successful  dairy  farmers  and  beef  farmers  made  in 
the  milk  houses  and  over  the  fences,  visits  with  veterinarians,  plus  25  spots,  short 
bits  all  about  calf hood  vaccination  and  control  of  Bang's  disease  (brucellosis). 

Art  also  mentions  that  in  his  spare  time  he  is  chairman  of  National  Farm  Safety 
week,  plus  involvements  in  the  statewide  clean  grain  campaign,  the  dairy  princess 

contest,  etc.    Sounds  like  a  busy  summer,  Art  Tom  Beavers,  Iowa  St.  grad  and 

former  teacher  at  Elk  Horn,  Iowa,  has  joined  Jack  Gowing,  his  one-time  k-E  super- 
visor, on  the  farm  staff  at  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  we  learn  from  Promotion  dir.  Duane 
Modrow.    Sounds  like  a  good  team.     Congrats,  gentlemen  
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NATION-WIDE 

American  Farmer — ABC  radio  network,    11:30  a.m.  EOT  Saturday 

Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour,- -NBC  radio  network    12:05  p.m.  EOT  Sat. 

New  trends  and  developments  in  American  home  life,  from  ann'l  mtg.  of  Am.  Home 
Economics  Ass'n  in  Denver.    Also  h'lights  of  Int'l  Trade  Fair  in  Chicago, 
"roundup  on  new  lvstk  slaughter  methods  at  packing  plants.    USDA  news.    July  2. 
Everett  Mitchell  will  emcee  and  it  will  he  "A  Beautiful  Day  in  Chicago." 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

Agriculture,  USA.    Our  attaches  in  Canada  and  Colomhia  discuss  export  programs,  and 
ag.  conditions  there.    For  July  2  weekend. 

NEW  COTTON  TV  FILM 

July  1  is  the  scheduled  release  date  for  a  new  5-minute  TV  film  on 
the  Smith-Doxey  program  of  free  classing  and  marketing  news  service  for 
cotton  growers.    We'll  have  a  limited  number  of  prints  for  distribution 
to  farm  telecasters  in  the  cotton- growing  areas.    The  main  signup  period 
for  the  Smith-Doxey  program  is  in  July  so  let  us  know  if  you  want  to 
borrow  a  print  for  early  airing. 

THREE  STATES  HEARD  FROM 

Now  that  WGTV,  the  Univ.  of  Georgia's  Educ.  TV  station  at  Athens,  is  on  the  air 
Ronnie  Stephens,  assoc.  ext.  ed.  has  a  new  dimension  to  his  job.    Ronnie  says  "it 
has  long  been  theory  that  the  unhappy  viewer  writes  more  often  than  the  person  who 
is  content.    Comments  (on  WGTV)  have  been  entirely  favorable."    He  reports  a  demand 

for  long-range  schedules  Phil  Mar  ley,  WMRN,  Marion,  Ohio,  was  toastmaster  at 

the  l6th  annual  FFA  Honor  Luncheon  sponsored  by  WMRN  on  June  11  when  32  young  men 
in  the  seven  counties  around  Marion  were  honored.    Also  present  were  more  than  ikO 
"American  Farmers,"  and  an  impressive  list  of  speakers.    Phil's  boss,  Robert  T. 

Mason,  made  the  guests  feel  welcome.    Nice  going,  fellows  Resourceful  Arkan- 

sawyer  that  he  is,  Dave  Batemen,  North  Dakota  Ag.  Col.  broadcaster,  knew  what  to  do 
in  order  to  keep  the  weekly  weather  report  on  his  15-minute  daily  TV  show  on  five 
N.  D.  stations.    The  report  moves  on  the  wire  at  11  a.m.  which  is  the  hour  of  Dave's 
show  during  daylight  saving  time.    So,  sharply  at  11  a.m.  on  the  release  date, 
copies  of  the  report  are  tossed  out  the  window  to  Dave's  messenger,  waiting  below, 
and  a  few  minutes  later  the  report  is  on  the  air.    Better  for  the  weather  report  to 
drop  than  the  markets,  eh,  Dave? 


P.S.    TV  MAILING  NEXT  WEEK 

A  one  minute  spot  film  showing  how  the  new  dialdehyde  (die-AL-da  hide)  starch 
is  used  to  make  paper  stronger  and  moisture  resistant. 
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Sincerely, 


Layne-  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


